
  

Arch Linux Projects

What's out there, who's in charge,
and most importantly –

what you can do to contribute!

Dan McGee, dan@archlinux.org



  

About Me

● Arch Developer since early 2007
● Arch user since mid 2006
● Started by contributing to pacman
● Freelance software developer based in 

Chicago, IL



  

Basis for this presentation
(Un)surprisingly, there are a lot of pieces that come together to 
keep a distro on its feet and active. Although Arch has one of 

the smaller development staffs of the “well-known” distros, we 
have a lot of projects under our belt that we maintain. These 

encompass everything from the homepage to the initscripts to 
our server repository management tools. This talk will attempt 
to showcase some of these projects and give a glimpse into the 

Arch underbelly.

You may also be interested in this talk if you are looking to 
contribute to Arch but aren’t sure where to start. Coming from a 
guy who became a developer due to his work on pacman, I hope 
it will also show how getting involved can earn you the respect 
of the current developers and eventually member status in a 

project.



  

What's out there?

● Packaging: pacman, namcap, abs, srcpac
● System: dbscripts, devtools, initscripts, 

mkinitcpio, netcfg
● Web: Archweb, AUR
● Install/Live CDs: AIF, archiso
● Various Community Projects
● http://projects.archlinux.org/



  

Who's in charge?

● Whoever wants to be
● Primarily developers with some TU help
● Projects have an owner on the site
● Some projects are more active than 

others



  

Let's go to the code!



  

Other random projects



  

How to get involved

● Learn GIT
● Clone your favorite project's repository
● Dig into the code
● Find something you want to fix and fix it!
● Submit a patch using git format-patch
● Congrats, you are a contributor



  

How it really works

● You submit a patch but no one looks at it
● Ping it or ask who is in charge of the project

● Your patch gets rejected
● We've all had this happen before. Don't take 

it personally and resubmit with requested 
fixes

● You don't know where to start
● Ask either in IRC or on a relevant mailing list



  

Not a great coder?

● Translations
● Both pacman and the AUR are localized

● Bug triage
● Assigning bugs to package maintainers, 

making sure they have enough info, cleaning 
up the trash

● Wiki editors
● Making sure the wiki articles are helpful and 

clear



  

Ideas for things to do

● Namcap
● Add more rules and checks
● Make it faster and betterer
● Migrate to Python 3

● Web stuff
● Figure out a better way to deploy design changes 

across all major sites
● Deploy a better full text search engine for the BBS 

and wiki



  

Ideas for things to do

● Archweb
● Integrate mirror check into main site
● Add more geolocation/location-aware stuff
● Localize it?

● Build server
● Work with Daniel Griffiths on PKGBUILD.com
● Get a fully automated build system working



  

Contact Info

● Dan McGee
● Website: http://www.toofishes.net/
● Email: dan@archlinux.org
● Jabber: toofishes@jabber.org
● IRC: toofishes (please don't PM me!)
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